
W e e k  O n e L a i d - D o w n  L o v e

PRACTICE:
R e a d  t h e  p r a y e r  b e l o w .  I s  t h e r e  a  w o r d  t h a t
c a t c h e s  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ?  W h a t  i s  y o u r  i n v i t a t i o n
a n d  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  w o r d s ?
 
“ C o m e  L o r d  J e s u s ,  t o u c h  m e  w i t h  l o v e ,  l i f e - g i v i n g
a s  l i g h t ,  t o  q u i e t  m y  a n g e r  a  l i t t l e  a n d  g e n t l e  m y
d e s p e r a t i o n ,  t o  s o f t e n  m y  f e a r s  s o m e  a n d  t o
s o o t h e  t h e  k n o t s  o f  m y  c y n i c i s m ,  t o  w i p e  a w a y  t h e
t e a r s  f r o m  m y  e y e s  a n d  t o  e a s e  t h e  p a i n s  i n  m y
b o d y  a n d  s o u l ,  t o  r e c o n c i l e  m e  t o  m y s e l f  a n d  t h e n
t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  m e ,  a n d  t h e n  n a t i o n  t o
n a t i o n ,  t h a t  n o n e  s h a l l  l e a r n  w a r  a n y  m o r e ,  b u t
t u r n  t o  f e e d  t h e  h u n g r y ,  h o u s e  t h e  h o m e l e s s  a n d
c a r e  c o m p a s s i o n a t e l y  f o r  t h e  l e a s t  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r s
a n d  s i s t e r s .  R e s h a p e  m e  i n  y o u r  w h o l e n e s s  t o  b e  a
h e a l i n g  p e r s o n ,  L o r d … ”

- T e d  L o d e r ,  G u e r i l l a s  o f  G r a c e



Week of April 7th

REFLECTION

J e s u s  i s  d e s c r i b i n g  h i m s e l f  a s  “ t h e  g o o d
s h e p h e r d ”  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  “ I  a m ”  s t a t e m e n t s  i n
t h e  g o s p e l  o f  J o h n .  J e s u s  i s  s h a r i n g  h i s  i d e n t i t y
a n d  p u r p o s e  w i t h  t h o s e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  h i m .

A s  w e  m o v e  i n t o  E a s t e r t i d e ,  p r a c t i c i n g
r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  w e  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  J e s u s
p r o t e c t s ,  l o v e s ,  a n d  c a r e s  f o r  u s .  W e  a r e
g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s  a n d  a r e  n o w  c h a l l e n g e d  t o
s h a r e  t h i s  l o v e  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  w i t h  o u r s e l v e s ,
o n e  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  w o r l d .

DISCUSSION

J o h n  1 0 : 1 1 - 1 5  &  1  J o h n  3 : 1 6 - 2 0

What is the job of a shepherd? What words can you think of
to describe the qualities of a shepherd? The passage says 
“I know my sheep and they know me.” How do you “know”
the Good Shepherd? Is this shepherd image a helpful one
for you?

What does “practice resurrection” mean to you? And how
might you do that? (the phrase comes from poet Wendell
Berry) How would you describe your identity and purpose
in this Easter world?
 
We declare and respond at Easter, “Christ has risen. He has
risen indeed.” How might you share this in your daily life?


